
 
 
              
              
 

     
 
 
Editorial
 
Well, he
that see
doubt ma
there we
 
I know t
grass und
have nev
engines h
finally go
minutes. 
not as we
they wer
at least 

are plent
to our cl
in future
 
Finally, I
loss of o

“Ro
News

               
         

   Autum

l 

re goes on
ems to hav
any will dis
ere even s

here was a
der contro

ver had an 
having to c
ot it going
  Then, it 
ell looked 
re reasona
how few p

ty of comp
erk. Well,

e. 

I could not
ne of our 

oond
s for 

n 2010  

nce more.  
e been a b
sagree bu
ome peats

a lot of ra
ol but,as I
 year like 
come from

g again, som
would rain
after as I

ably well k
people men

plaints ma
, I have no

t let this i
Communit

 

d A
and b

 I suppose
bit kinder 
t at least 
s cut this y

ain earlier 
I'm sure m
this for b

m America
mething e
n again wit
I would ha
kept over t
ntioned it,

de, some e
ow given up

issue of ou
ty Councillo

Aboo
by the

e we have 
to us than
most of t
year so it 

 because I
many peopl
breakdown
, there we
lse would 
th the fina
ave liked.  
the past tw
, but when

even direc
p the job s

ur local ne
ors who w

ot B
e peop

 

 
 

to start w
n it has be
he harves
 can't hav

I was atte
le noticed
s and with

ere some s
break, som
al result b
Funny how
wenty odd

n the job is

ct to the O
so someon

ewsletter p
as an extr

Birs
ple of 

       
  

with the w
een in the 
st is safely
e been too

empting to
, I wasn't 
h some of 
serious de
metimes af
eing that 

w so few p
d years I h
s not being

OIC rathe
ne else can

pass witho
remely we

say”
Birsa

       Iss
 

eather as 
last few y

y under co
o bad.   

 get the k
 too succe
the spare

elays.  The
fter just a
the kirkya
eople noti

have done 
g done we

r than to 
n have the

out mentio
ll known a

” 
y 

sue  37 
 

 usual but 
years.  No 
ontrol and 

kirkyard 
essful.  I 
es for the 
n, when I 
a few 
ards were 
iced that 
the job, o

ell, there 

myself or 
e pleasure 

oning the 
nd popular

 
 

 

or 

 

r 



Birsay man and a close personal friend of mine who was prominent not only in the 
Community Council but was also one of the founder members of the Birsay Heritage 
Trust, apart from all the other things he was involved in, too numerous to mention.  
Sandy Scarth unfortunately passed away last month and he will be sorely missed by 
many.  I know you will all join me in extending our condolences to his family.   
 
JohnnyJohnston 
Editor 
 
 
Birsay Community Council 
 
Things have been moving along much as usual in the Council since last time.  We have 
been trying to do something to improve the parking situation down at the Palace but it 
is not an easy thing to do. The latest plan is to get the use of a part of the park across 
the road from the kirk, between The Cottage and the back of Forst.  There would be 
room for about12 cars there, which would be some help.  We are still negotiating about 
this bit of land so we'll see what happens.  There is plenty of room out along the road 
from the Historic Scotland huts towards Zanzibar but no one wants to walk back from 
there in bad weather. 
We have also got the burn cleared out again at the brig.  This should make a big 
difference to the water flow through there.  Last time we did this, we decided to 
leave an island in the middle in the belief that the water would pass both sides of this 
island and through the two eyes of the brig.  This didn't actually work too well and it 
just silted up at the south side and eroded the land away at the other side.  This time, 
it certainly looks a lot better and we hope it will last longer as well. 
 
You will perhaps have noticed that we now have a new tourist brochure out.  The old 
one  was a bit out of date with some things and in any case there were very few copies 
left so all the West Mainland Community Councils got together once more to design a 
new one.  This one has been done by Isla Rosie, of Idesign in Quoyloo and we are 
delighted with the finished article.  We think it looks far better and gives people a far 
better idea of where to go and what they will find there. 
 
There has also been an improvement in the way the re-cycling centre in Dounby has 
been used and we are delighted about that.  There is still room for improvement. For 
example there are still papers being dumped in the big paper skip in polythene bags 
and such like but things are much better.  It is vital not to abuse this facility or it will 
be removed and that would be a great loss to people who are not so fit or who do not 
have transport to get to the Amenity Sites. 
Johnny Johnston  -  Chairman 
 

  



 
Birsay Toddler Group 

 
We meet every Tuesday 10am - 12noon at Birsay Hall (1st Tuesday of each month is 
Lunch Day and we stay on till 1pm) 
 
Everyone welcome, no need to be resident in Birsay. 
 
The response to our 2011 calendar has been very encouraging. We all had great fun 
doing it, especially the bairns who all made excellent models.  Buy early for your 
Christmas pressies from Dounby Post Office, Harray Stores, Isbisters, Birsay 
Farmers, Northvet, or the Mart.  The money raised is going towards new equipment 
for the group,and the start of fund raising for a play park at (hopefully) the New 
Birsay Hall.  Priced at £5.95 it is worth every penny. 
 
We will be holding a Halloween party again this year on Saturday 30th October. There 
will be mince and tatties, ice-cream and homebakes.  Neepie lantern and fancy dress 
competition for the bairns, and lots o fun games.  For all bairns primary age and under, 
and take along your parents, grannies, grandads, aunties and uncles too, a fun night for 
all.  At Birsay Hall from 5pm- 7.30pm 
 
And before we know it Christmas will be here, we have asked Santa to come along 
again this year so hopefully he will manage to fit us into his busy schedule, and for all 
the bairns that have been really good all year, he might even have a present for them. 
Avril Hay  -  Birsay Toddler Group 
             
  
Dounby Flower Club 

Meetings held in Dounby School every third Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm 
 

Posters in shops and post office with details of meetings 
 

Everyone is made welcome 
Its fun 

Our new syllabus started on the 21st September 2010, a workshop 
“A Recycled Container” with Katrina Gray 

 
19th October workshop “Designer Board” with Cindy Miller 
 
16th November Open Night, demonstration, sales table, raffle. Admission £1 including 
supper, at 7.30pm in the school. All welcome, please come along, it’s an enjoyable 
evening. 
 



December no meeting 
 
18th January 2011 New Year’s Party 
 
15th February workshop “Creation with Candles” with Sandra Davies and Alison Grieve 
 
15th March workshop “Inspiration from the Kitchen” with Christine Groat 
 
19th April workshop “Spring is in the Air” with Karen Johnston and Debra Kirkness 
Yvonne Paice -  Secretary 
Birsay,Harray and Sandwick Churches 
 
                          Summer's End by Pamela Turner 
Swooping swallows, 
Long, light nights, 
Laughing children: 
 Reward-sure weariness trudges home, 
 Hay bales high, 
 Weather dry, 
 Combine quiet. 
 
Raucous crows, 
Fast-blanketing dark, 
Stick-thin, large-eyed children: 
 Resigned, staring fear trudges home, 
 Effort in vain, 
 Withered, scarce grain, 
 Bullock dead. 
 
 It is the end of summer for us. Strong wind and heavy rains remind us that we live in 
the far north of the world and do not have much baking hot sunshine, even in summer, 
as people south. However is this a reason to greet each other so often with a moan and 
a groan that we have really had no summer at all? Which of those two harvests are we, 
give or take a raincloud, enjoying? 
 
Many people enjoy coming to church,  because church is all about positive values, living 
well and being loved by God and how we can live that kind of true love among each 
other. But it can be a natural tendency of us humans to be negative.  So come and join 
us and practice positive thinking and encouraging others by your presence and sharing 
your talents. Bring your children to learn some great stories about good living and have 
a rest and a time of refreshing your mind and soul on a Sunday morning in the Harray 
Church at 11am (until we have built the new Milestone Community Church!). 
 



There are plenty of other things to join in with: The  Guild , The Forum, The Youth 
Group or the Book Group, The Church Choir or the Tea Rota or the Flower Rota to 
name but a few. We are always looking for new participants. We need your help to be 
church in our community, to mark the cornerstones of life and the cycle of the year 
with meaningful celebrations. Harvest Thanksgiving will be on 31 October  and 
Remembrance Sunday on 14 November. The Guild will lead the service on 21 November 
and  on 28 November the new church year starts with Advent leading up to Christmas . 
Watch the posters for details on services. We would welcome you and yours 
wholeheartedly. 
Andrea Price 
Birsay Heritage Trust 

IN MEMORIUM 
Mr. R. A. Scarth 

The most difficult task a Secretary must do is to report the passing of a fellow 
member, in this case, Sandy Scarth, the Chairman of the Birsay Heritage Trust.  
Sandy was a founding member of the Trust, and his extensive knowledge of farming 
and farmers has been an essential element in the success of Barony Mills.  Add this to 
his warmth and friendship, Sandy will be dearly missed. The Trust members extend 
our condolences to Sandy's family.    
                
                                                   THE BARONY MILLS 
Summer is over and the tourists have gone.  It has been a record season with nearly 
3000 visitors, up from last year's 1880.  Brian's reputation as a story teller must be 
growing. Now it is back to work of a different kind: we have taken in some 13 tonnes of 
corn, and grain drying has begun.   
 
 During the tourist season visitors could buy bere meal, several grades of stone-
ground oats and wheat along with bere biscuits and some of Argo's products when 
available.  These items are still available at local shops.  To put it all together, we 
offered a RECIPE BOOKLET which sold well; it is still available whenever the Mill is 
open. Or turn to our web-site, www.birsay.org.uk.  Don't forget the 6Bs (Birsay Bay 
Barony Bere and Berry Biscuits) await you at the Birsay Bay Tea Room. 
                                        
                                         THE TWATT AERODROME 
                     The highlight of the season was the open house held 29 August 
at the Control Tower of H.M.S. Tern, the Navy's term for the aerodrome. 
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their short stay and they were able to see and photograph what is left of the Biss and 
Folster homes. 
The singers who were giving the concert, I Fagiolini, came out to rehearse before 
lunchtime and had time to enjoy the view and the food at the Birsay Bay Tearoom 
before the afternoon concert, which was a delightful mixture of serious and light-
hearted music, ranging from William Cornyshe, who lived at the time of Henry VIII, to 
a humorous song by Flanders and Swann, with French and Cornish folksongs for good 
measure. 
Festival-goers love the excursion to Birsay; they come out through Harray and take 
the scenic route through Evie back to Kirkwall, and for some of them its the only sight 
seeing they have time for.  Many remark on the spectacular view they have when they 
turn down at the Bu towards the Palace.  There is so much of Orkney in that vista of 
fine agricultural land and open sea, framed to the North by the Brough with its Viking 
settlement and to the South by Marwick Head with Kitchener's Memorial, and with St 
Magnus Kirk and the ruins of the Earl's Palace in the foreground. 
Audience members are highly appreciative of the Birsay hospitality.  “When the 
programme said “Light refreshments,” I didn't expect anything like this” said one lady 
who had obviously not been to a Festival concert in Birsay before.  We must once more 
thank the ladies of the SWRI for their baking, a dozen others for making sandwiches, 
and still others for packing the sandwiches and cakes or making and serving tea, not 
forgetting my Canadian relatives who fetched and carried before and after the 
concert and loved the feeling of being involved in the community.  The rain held off till 
half an hour after the concert – another Magnus miracle – which meant that the 
audience could wander round at their leisure.  I'm told that the sea wall was lined with 
people enjoying the view and watching for seals while they had their picnic.  What a 
memory to take back to central London!   
The “Magnus Tapestries” 
We are very grateful to Wendy Hourston for again displaying our tapestries by Sheila 
Scott at the  Hundland Gallery throughout the month of August.  If you haven't seen 
them yet, make a point of seeing them next year. 
While the tapestries were on display, I played recordings of Scottish metrical psalms 
in the kirk on Sunday afternoons.  Hearing music in the church appealed very much to 
those who visited  -  mainly tourists who had found out through notices in the shop and 
at the kirk gate.  The pictures and photographs in the gallery also aroused a lot of 
interest.  The most recent addition is an ariel view of the Egilsay kirk by Craig Taylor. 
An Orkney Night 
Following the success of the “Mini Orkney Night” section of the programme based on 
Willie's World for the Orkney Science Festival last year, we decided to make the 
whole programme this year an “Orkney Night” like those of the 1950s and 1960s, and a 
very big audience turned out to hear it.  The standard of performance was extremely 
high, with Issy Grieve reading two humorous poems by Hazel Parkins, Robin Nicolson as 
George Corrigall, Kristan Harvey on solo fiddle, Sarah Jane Gibbon singing two Orkney 
songs, Frank Keenan singing four of his own songs, accompanied by the other members 
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Wings over the Waves 
 
In the Spring edition of the Birsay newsletter I saw your mention as editor of the Twatt airfield and 
wondered if you would be interested to mention in the newsletter about the new forthcoming book 
about a Fleet Air Arm pilot (my uncle) who was stationed at Twatt in 1941and who subsequently 
went on to lead the air strikes against the German battleship Tirpitz from Orkney in 1944. 
 
Overall in the book there are numerous references to Orkney, from when the pilot first arrived in 
Orkney in 1940/41 during the Bismarck scare. He was in Hatston again in 1943 until his death in 
summer 1944 when on a mission from Orkney. 
 
The book is entitled: Wings Over the Waves: Fleet Air Arm Strike Leader against Tirpitz, The 
Biography of Lt Cdr Roy Baker-Falkner DSO DSC RN by Graham Roy DruckerPublisher: Pen & 
Sword Aviation. 30 October 2010  
ISBN: 9781848843059 
http://www.pen-and-sword.co.uk/?product_id=2584 
 
Looking forward to hearing from you, 
 
Graham Roy Drucker 
Author -  Wings over the Waves 
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